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Notes by Winemaker Eric Sterling

2005 Chardonnay (Russian River Valley)

Esterlina’s Chardonnays have typically been a combination of fruit, a bit of oak and great acidity.  This vintage is similar.  Lots of green and citrus aromas, including pineapple and lemon on the nose, with a hint of spice.   The mouth starts with lots of apple and pineapple, but there is a bit of oak and there is a slight nutty flavor, too. The wine ends with a terrific finish.  Try this wine with chicken alfredo, pan-seared halibut, or shrimp in a garlic cream.  1200 cases. $22/bottle ($17.60 Wine Club)

2006 Riesling (Cole Ranch)
Our 2006 Riesling has got it all--excellent acidity, and ripe, complex fruit flavors. It begins with lots of apple and citrus aromas, including pineapple and lemon.  The mouth starts with that typical Cole Ranch acidity, but there is plenty of ripe fruit. Really a sweet-tart thing going on.  The experience ends with a terrific finish. Try this wine with spicy foods, desserts and on the patio.  $19/bottle ($15.20 Wine Club) 650 cases.. 
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2004 Estate Pinot Noir (Anderson Valley)  

This wine is similar to our ’02 Estate Pinot Noir, with intense, concentrated flavors and ripe fruit, but with slightly better balance.  We have no problems opining that our 2004 vintage of Pinot Noir from this vineyard is worth collecting.  It starts with stellar red and black fruit aromas, in addition to sweet vanilla-oak and mushroom hints.  The mouth has wonderful flavors of ripe and juicy dark cherry, spiced cranberry and a bit of mushroom, with the classic acidity always present our estate pinot.  The finish is long and spicy.  730 cases.  $40/bottle ($32 Wine Club) 

2004 Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley)

We feel that this is the best Russian River Pinot Noir we have ever released. It is similar to our ’03 Russian River Pinot Noir, but 2004 was a warmer year at that vineyard.  Therefore, it is a bit riper, with beautiful intense, concentrated flavors.  It starts with stellar red and black fruit aromas, and sweet vanilla-oak. The mouth has wonderful flavors of ripe and juicy dark cherry, plum and spice, with the classic balance always present in our pinot. The finish is long and spicy.  While it will go well with the traditional pinot noir pairings, it will stand up to grilled red meat and other bold flavors. 448 cases produced.  $40/bottle ($32 Wine Club) 

Wines are discounted @ 15% per case or 5% per ½ case.

Join our Wine Club at no charge & 

receive 20% off all purchases!!

1200 Holmes Ranch Rd. PO Box 2, Philo, CA  95466

www.esterlinavineyards.com
Phone (707) 895-2920… Fax (707) 895-2972
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2004 Cole Ranch Merlot

All the wines we made from the 2004 vintage are extraordinary.  The color is gorgeous – a rich garnet.  There are lots of black fruit aromas, with plum and clove.  The flavors are ripe, rich and complex, with black cherry, blackberry and cocoa.  With firm tannins, good acidity and a lingering finish, this wine will appeal to most red wine lovers.   Try it with lamb, prime rib and beef short ribs. 923 cases.  $20/bottle (Wine Club $16)

2004 Zinfandel (Russian River Valley, Bacigalupi Vineyards)

This is the third Zinfandel we’ve made from the Bacigalupi Vineyard, and, as usual we are very happy with it.  This wine starts with rich aromas of plum, coffee, and chocolate, with an underlying hint of baking spice. The mouth is elegant and balanced, with plenty of ripe plum, blackberry, cocoa and vanilla-oak flavors. Enjoy.  780 cases $28/bottle ($22.40 Wine Club) 

2005 Mario’s Gran Roja (Sonoma County)
Our father is always asking us to make a “big, chewy, full-bodied red.” This wine is made and named for him.  We took our Alexander Valley Cab, our Cole Ranch Merlot, some Syrah from our new Everett Ridge property, and added a tincture of Bacigalupi Petite Sirah.  We arrived at a very good bottle of wine.  And we priced the wine to make it a terrific value.  The Gran Roja (Spanish for “Big Red”) begins with ripe blackberry, plum and oak scents.  The mouth has wonderful flavors of juicy dark cherry, plum and spice, with medium tannins. The finish is long and spicy.  While it will pair well with the fare that accompanies a traditional Bordeaux wine, Gran Roja is terrific by itself.  $22/bottle ($17.60 Wine Club) 498 cases. 

Join our Wine Club at no charge & 

receive 20% off all purchases!!
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